
 
 

 

Close to Home, Near to Heart  
When the University 

of Wisconsin-Stevens 

Point is just "down the 

road a piece," a person 

might be tempted to 

take it for granted. Not 

so for Wisconsin 

Rapids attorney 

Patrick Arendt, his 

wife, Leslie, and their children, Lauren (2011, history) and current 

business major John. As lifelong residents of central Wisconsin, the 

Arendts have long been aware of UWSP’s importance to the area, 

thanks to family friendships with Lee Dreyfus (UWSP chancellor 

1967-77) and Tom George (UWSP chancellor 1996-2003). More 

important, they recognize the vital impact of the University, both 

past and future.  

 

“UWSP as an institution has the ability to develop and foster the 

intellectual capacity of individuals, nongovernment organizations, 

governmental entities and businesses," said Patrick.  

 



 
 

For the Arendts, respect for UWSP translates into action and creating 

opportunities for students. They provide generous support for music 

scholarships, with a special fondness for the annual Soirée Musicale. 

They also take part in the Day of Giving which is enabling students 

to acquire a world-class education.  

 

“The ability to go to college, to contribute 

to and participate in the activities of the 

institution and the communities which it 

serves, holds as much value to us as any 

degree the institution might award,” 

Patrick explained.  

 

He added that such monetary awards act 

as “a display of the confidence that the 

individuals selected for the scholarships merit admission. The 

contribution we believe they will make to the institution and to 

themselves is worth our collective investment in them.” 

 

The Arendts also encourage students to put their education to work 

through paid and unpaid internships in Patrick’s law office. He has 

found the input of interns past and present quite valuable. For 

instance, one recent student worker played an integral role in 

developing an analytical model to record, track and further develop a 

delineable evidence-based treatment for Wood County Drug Court. 



 
 

 

University and community are inseparable to the Arendts, who 

believe that each has unlimited potential to benefit the other.  

 

“The university through its facilities and exceptional staff has the 

ability to expand understanding, foster new ideas and work with 

organizations and individuals, whether students or members of the 

public, to develop a more robust community,” said Patrick. 

 

Leslie Arendt points to 

University participation in 

the community-wellness 

project in Wisconsin Rapids 

as a prime example of this 

concept in action. “By 

partnering with funders and 

stakeholders, the UWSP staff and students are developing the most 

integrated program and delivery platforms to improve community 

wellness that we have seen,” she said. 

 

Patrick understands that the UWSP Foundation Board, of which he is 

a member, is central to community-building as well. 

 



 
 

"As the university looks to become more connected and relevant to 

the lives of each of the communities it serves, the Foundation acts as 

a key facility of the institution to foster that interconnection,” he said. 

 

Speaking of connections, Patrick and Leslie moved closer to campus 

some years ago so they could enjoy more cultural and social 

activities, as well as feel the energy and optimism generated by being 

around young people.  

 

“The ability to watch students hone a skill, develop a craft and 

participate in society enriches our lives and gives us great hope for 

the future,” said Patrick. 

 

 


