
 “My Ellis Island” 
Umuaka. Stone Mountain. Poetic names for two towns both on highways to 
bigger places, both humid and tropical, both surrounded by national forests and 

both just a few hours from gulf waters. Umuaka is really a small farming village 
in south eastern Nigeria; Stone Mountain is located near Clarkston, a small town 

north of Atlanta Georgia and the central campus of Georgia Perimeter College. 
Professor Gregory Okoro (BS, ’78) calls both home. There also is a special spot 

in his heart for the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, “the best place and 
the best university—my Ellis Island.” But when he first set foot on the UW-

Stevens Point campus, his reaction was “shock.” 

Well, who wouldn’t be shocked coming from, hot, lush, green Nigeria to 
Wisconsin—in winter. “I froze upon arrival stepping out of the plane at the local 

Stevens Point airport with no winter jacket, no winter boots or warm clothes. I 
almost fell down because of the ice on the ground that January 3 morning,” 
Okoro recalled. “It appeared everybody’s mouth was steaming and people 

moved as if electronically propelled zipping along very fast to escape the cold.” 

Getting an education was a priority 
growing up in the Okoro family. Gregory 

had offers from several institutions in 
the United States including schools in 

California and Kansas. UW-Stevens 
Point offered the most attractive 

scholarship and Okoro had “a keen yet 
boyish interest in living and studying in 

the Great Lakes states.”  

While the external climatic welcome was 
a bit chilly, Okoro received a warmer 
reception in Burroughs Hall where he 

became “instant friends” with Tony 
Charles, Kirby Duke and soccer 

teammate, Francis Haynes. 

Initially, Okoro was interested in science 
and engineering and planned to study 

chemistry He even cited David 
Chitaranjan and Marvin Lang as favorite 

professors. Eager to absorb all Point had 
to offer, Okoro credits Joan Lauer (professor of sociology), Stan Carlson 

(emeritus professor of math) and Marc Fang (foreign student advisor) with 
inspiring him. Under the tutelage of the late Francis Murans, he ultimately chose 

economics as a career. Coincidentally, Murans himself was a foreign student 



who came to the United States from Latvia.  
 

Okoro reserves particular admiration for one notable Pointer. “You cannot forget 
‘Red Vest,’ our ever-caring chancellor Lee Sherman Dreyfus, whose global view 

and encouragement of international students was amazing,” he said.  
 

Okoro went on to earn his masters degree at the University of Texas-Dallas 
where he was attracted to the international management program. He received 

his PhD from the University of North Texas and taught four years at Lake 
Superior State University in Sault Ste. Marie, 

Michigan, “another Great Lakes state institution in 
a place so cold that it even snowed on May 18 

when I left there [to move to Georgia].” 
 

Today, Okoro is in his 25th year teaching 
economics at Georgia Perimeter College, part of 

the University System of Georgia, in Clarkston 
where he is a tenured professor. He and his wife, 
Catherine Okoro, raised three children there. 

Okoro enjoys picking up his granddaughter from 
school and, as he looks forward to retirement, he 

will tell her stories about the boy who grew up in 
far away Africa and came to America to follow his 

dream. He hopes to take them soon to visit his 
village. 

 
Although it has been more than 10 years since he returned to UW-Stevens 

Point, it remains in his thoughts. “I thank God for good health; I thank UWSP 
for a terrific education and the Stevens Point community for its welcoming and 

caring attitude to international students during our days there.” 

 


